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canvas prints with hand-painted glaze



Monochrome Blue
(after Klein)

200 x 168 cm

Mondrian Score 1 + 2 140 x 140 and 180 x 130 cm



Johannes Kreidler has been using musical notes as a graphic design element since 2013. Starting with a mini-
malist-conceptual approach, as it were the sheet of music with title and below it the piece that visually handles 
the notes like basic shapes (rectangle, circle, line and surface), for example in Aura or Sunset, he has been 
expanding the process to more pictoriality since 2021, with far larger amounts of notes. Less reduced to the 
elementary, but coarsened only one step to quasi pixels, which are then replaced with note symbols and thus 
form shading and contours, Kreidler generates very detailed “scores” as images, be it figurative or abstract.

The conversion algorithm has variables - which musical symbols are used, how high the resolution is; there 
is also a certain amount of error or over-accuracy when even monochrome surfaces become variant. The use 
of the process remains conceptual, as the variety of subjects and templates shows: These can be the art-
ist’s own photographs, portraits, found photographs as well as the fund of art history. As in Kreidler’s earli-
er works, this is not without irony: Martin Kippenberger’s mockery receives an equal answer, René Magritte’s 
ambiguity is turned against himself, Yves Klein’s monochromaticity becomes a pulsating tapestry of notes. 
On the other hand, the “repaintings” of Gerhard Richter’s pictures, borrowed from his own method of photo 
transfers, are, with or without knowledge of their provenance, complex note pictures, musically and visually.

Aura / Sunset, 2013

Portrait of the Singer Salome Kammer 80 x 80 cm



Baby / Detail (Mouth) 20 x 60 cm

After a Beethoven Sonata 50 x 100 cm

Sandwich Score Piece 45 x 90 cm



Richter Score 1 - 4 
120 x 75, 180 x 103, 100 x 80, 100 x 80  cm



Street Whore at Kurfürstenstrasse 50 x 50 cm

In Sand 40 x 60 cm

Lying Man 73 x 130 cm
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Dressing up three times 62 x 110 cm



Ceci n’est pas un Magritte 63 x 90 cm

Ich kann beim besten Willen keinen Kippenberger erkennen 84 x 100 cm



On a platform for mini-jobs, in 2020 Kreidler gave out the assignment 100 times: Write something musical. A blank 
stave with a treble clef was the only input requirement. For each submission, 0.01 dollars was paid, the usual fee on such 
a platform; mainly Indians work there. The 100 pieces, total purchase price 1$, were then printed on 180 x 100 cm canvas.



Fire (3 phases)

20:21 Rhythms of History

composition class (zoom meeting)

Stadtpartitur
Basel
ZeitRäume 
Festival 2023





Johannes Kreidler (*1980 in Esslingen, Germany) studied composition, electronic music and music theory in Freiburg and The Hague. He is pro-
fessor for composition at the Hochschule für Musik Basel. His conceptual works include besides sound also image, text, video and performance.

Solo Exhibitions:
Nemtsov&Nemtsov Berlin, 2015
Building New Realities - Sächsische Akademie der Künste Dresden (with Robin Minard), 2016
Eclat - Theaterhaus Stuttgart, 2018
Musik an der Wand - Karlsruhe, Fleischmarkthalle, 2019
Sheet Music - MAPRAA Lyon / Biennale des Musiques Exploratoires, 2020
Musica Strasbourg - Contemporary Art Center Strasbourg (with Francois Sarhan), 2020
ZeitRäume - Basel 2023

Group Exhibitions (Selection):
A House full of Music - Mathildenhöhe Darmstadt, 2012
Borealis - Kunsthall Bergen, 2012
Foreign Affairs - KW Berlin und Haus der Berliner Festspiele, 2013
Urban Sounds - Haus für elektronische Künste Basel, 2013
Fleisch / Blut / Holz - Filmforum im Museum Ludwig Köln, 2013
Roemer XV - Akademie Schloss Solitude Stuttgart, 2013
Gegenklänge - Städtische Galerie Sindelfingen, 2013
Screenings - Nowy Teatr Warsaw, 2013
Vinterlyd Festival - Royal Academy of Music Oslo, 2013
Klangkunsttage 2014 - wellwellwell Wien
Fronierts Festival - Library of Birmingham, 2014
About Art Festival - Seoul, 2014
Donaueschinger Musiktage 2014
Seismographic Sounds - Karlsruhe, ZKM / Aargau, Forum Schlossplatz / Transmediale Berlin, 2015/2016
Friends with Books - Hamburger Bahnhof Berlin, 2016
Iklektik Gallery - London, 2017
Hear me - Plum Yard (Czech Republic), 2018
Musiques murales - Galerie Satellite Paris, 2018
Conceptual Scores - Galeria oqbo Berlin, 2021
The Power of Sign - Chopin Museum Warsaw, 2021-2022
Kontakte / Berlin Biennale - Akademie der Künste Berlin 2022

Awards (Selection):
Deutscher Musikautorenpreis, 2010
Stipendiat der Akademie der Künste Berlin, 2011
Kranichstein Music Prize, 2012
Stipendiat der Kunststiftung Baden-Württemberg, 2013

Reviews (Selection):
Kunstforum International Band 200 (2010), p. 70
Frieze d/e 2 (2011), p. 20
Die ZEIT Feuilleton (30.3.2010 / 10.7.2012)
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung Feuilleton (13.9.2008)
Süddeutsche Zeitung Feuilleton (13.9.2008)
TAZ Feuilleton (10.9.2008 / 30.3.2009 / 4.10.2010 / 23.10.2012)
Weltwoche Feuilleton (July 2021)
3Sat Kulturzeit (12.9.2008 / 30.3.2009 / 4.10.2010 / 23.10.2012)

Book:
Sheet Music, Editions Allia 2018 (ISBN-13: 979-1030409598)
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